United States Attorney
Southern District of New York

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE ~ CONTACT: U.S. ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

AUGUST 16, 2005 HERBERT HADAD, MEGAN GAFFNEY
HEATHER TASKER, BRI DGET KELLY
PUBLI C | NFORMATI ON OFFI CE
(212) 637- 2600

DEA
ELI ZABETH JORDAN
(212) 337-2906

NEW YORK OCDETE STRI KE FORCE SMASHES
| NTERNATI ONAL HERO N RI NG I N THE BRONX

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS SEI ZE 150, 000 VI ALS OF HERO N WORTH MORE THAN
$1.5 MLLION, SEVEN FlI REARVS, 150 GRI NDERS USED TO MANUFACTURE HERO N FOR
RETAI L SALE, TWD MONEY COUNTI NG MACHI NES AND $250, 000 CASH, 13 MEMBERS OF

RI NG CHARGED | N MANHATTAN FEDERAL COURT

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, JOAN P. G LBRIDE, the Special
Agent in Charge of the United States Drug Enforcenent
Adm nistration (“DEA”) in New York, RAYMOND W KELLY, the
Comm ssioner of the New York City Police Departnent (the “NYPD'),
M CHAEL J. THOVAS, the Special Agent in Charge of the United
States Internal Revenue Service, Crimnal Investigation Division
(“I'RS-CI D) in New York, MARTIN FICKE, the Special Agent in
Charge of the Departnent of Homel and Security, Bureau of
| m gration and Custons Enforcenment (“ICE’) in New York, ANDREW
ARENA, the Special Agent in Charge of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation Crimnal Division (“FBI”) in New York, and MARK

SM TH, Major of the New York State Police (“NYSP”), all of whom



are nmenbers of the Organized Crine Drug Enforcenent Task Force’s
Strike Force (the “Strike Force”), jointly announced today the
conpl ete di smantl ement of a heroin manufacturing and distribution
operation based in the Bronx, New York.

Yesterday afternoon, Strike Force officers, working
together with menbers of the NYPD s Organi zed Crinme |Investigation

Division (“OCID"), raided a house |ocated at 31-66 Fenton Avenue,

Bronx, New York. |Inside the house, officers allegedly |ocated an
el aborate heroin manufacturing “mll” and seized nore than
150, 000 vials of heroin worth nore than $1.5 mllion on New York

City streets, 150 grinders used to manufacture heroin for retai
sal e, seven firearns, two noney counting machi nes, and
approxi mately $250,000 in cash. Strike Force and OCID officers
al so arrested 13 nenbers of the crimnal organization who were
al | egedly manufacturing and packaging heroin in the mll at the
time of the raid.

The raid conducted yesterday was carried out by Strike
Force officers working with officers fromQOCID. On May 27, 2004,
Attorney Ceneral John Ashcroft announced the opening of the
Strike Force in Manhattan dedicated to identifying, targeting,
and dismantling the world' s nost sophisticated and powerf ul
narcotics trafficking organi zations. The New York OCDETF Stri ke
Force currently consists of nore than 175 | aw enf or cenent

officers fromsix different federal, state, and | ocal | aw



enf orcenment agencies as part of an effort to bring the conbined
resources and talents of the participating agencies to bear
agai nst the largest suppliers of illegal drugs to the United
St at es.

Each of the 13 defendants arrested has been charged with
federal narcotics-trafficking and firearns offenses in a
Complaint filed today in Manhattan federal court. |[If convicted,
the 13 charged defendants face a maxi mum sentence of life
i nprisonment and a mandatory m ni mum sentence of 15 years’
i mprisonnment on the narcotics-trafficking and firearnms charges.
The defendants will be presented in Manhattan federal court, 500
Pear|l Street, 5'" Floor, later this afternoon.

M . KELLEY praised the collective efforts of the Strike
Force, and the individual performance of the DEA, the NYPD, the
IRS, ICE, the FBI, the NYSP, and OCI D

This case is being prosecuted by the International
Narcotics Trafficking Unit of the United States Attorney’'s Ofice
for the Southern District of New York. Assistant United States
Attorneys AMY FINZI and GLEN G MCGORTY are in charge of the
prosecuti on.

The charges contained in the Conplaint are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presuned i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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